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Using Peer Response to Discover Model Drafts 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I love using genuine student work as model writing to discuss and unpack in class.  Students are 

reassured when they ask “But what do you want?” and I can point to examples of how other 

NCCU students successfully interpreted a similar assignment.  Yet I don’t always have 

appropriate work to share, especially when I have reworked an assignment or am trying a new 

writing project.  So I often depend on a peer response activity to generate such models.    

 

This in-process strategy prompts such valuable class discussion that I sometimes use it even 

when I do already have model writing on hand. 

 

CRITERIA:  About midway through a writing project, when students have drafts in hand, I ask 

the class to re-articulate the criteria of the assignment in their own words.  I document their list 

on the board or projector and augment it if there’s anything critical they haven’t included.   

 

EVALUATION:  Groups of three or four students circulate their drafts and decide which 

person’s attempt is currently the most successful, using the criteria we have discussed.  I ask that 

students not only identify their group’s exemplary draft, but also be ready to explain their 

reasoning for the selection.   

 

DISCUSSION:  We do an in-class read-aloud of those selected drafts and discuss which 

attributes of the work attracted the peers’ respect.  We also discuss what moves each writer 

might make to further improve these exemplary drafts.  

 

MODEL BANK:  With student permission, I post the nominated drafts in Blackboard.  

Sometimes I annotate the drafts with comments about the strengths and what the writers could 

keep working on to achieve more complete and polished pieces. 

 

RESULTS:  The activity results in acquiring a variety of in-process models that demonstrate 

multiple interpretations of an assignment.  The conversations around the drafts can be more 

stimulating to students than having access to just one sample project from an unknown member 

of a previous section.   It’s also a great way to gently invoke competitive spirit without taking it 

too far.  Students remark that they like to have their work-in-progress recognized as strong 

models.  For some, it may be the first time their writing has been held up for acclaim.  And on 

the flip side, some struggling writers (such as those who don’t bring drafts at all) tell me that 

seeing others’ work in progress can help them get past their uncertainty about how to handle the 

assignment. 

 

    

This activity empowers students to articulate criteria and 

identify model drafts from within the work of a current class. 
 


