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  Spring 2016 

TC 117 

MTWR 9:30 

Baldridge 

English 095 is an intensive, rigorous 

6-credit-hour course designed to 

prepare you to be successful in 

future writing, reading, and 

learning situations.  

While our short-term goal is to 

prepare you for success in English 

110, what you learn in this course 

will prepare you for all of the 

literacy demands you will 

encounter in college and 

beyond. 

This course will help you discover 

books that make reading 

practice enjoyable and will teach 

you the fundamentals of good 

writing—how it works and how to 

produce it—and those are always 

the same, whether you’re writing 

a formal academic research 

paper or a cover letter for a job. 

My goals as your instructor are to 

provide engaging, challenging 

opportunities to practice and 

experiment with reading and 

writing; to help you discover what 

works for you as a writer, reader, 

and scholar; and to encourage 

active risk-taking and 

experimentation aimed at 

learning and improvement. 

This means we’re going to read 

and write a lot—probably more 

than you ever have—and I am 

going to push you to do far more 

than just good enough. 

Course Description 

Contact Baldridge 

311-E, MTWR 8-9:15 a.m.  

and by appointment 

eb896@icc.edu 

 694.5443 

 Johnson-Eilola, Johndan. Changing Writing: A Guide with Scenarios. New York: Bedford/St. Martin’s, 

2014. Print. 

 Joy reading books--get that student ID ready. The library’s calling. 

 Pens – as long as I can read it without killing my eyes, you’re good. 

 Notebook/binder – something used only for our class that allows you to save papers and take notes 

 Media storage – a USB/flash drive that will allow you to save and retrieve all of your electronic work (on 

which you’ll save every draft as a different document) 

 An online back-up storage method – since flash drives break and people lose them, you’re going to 

save everything online, too. You can use Google docs. You can use Dropbox:  http://db.tt/fCcXSkj. I 

don’t care what tool you use as long as you’re backing everything up. 

Required Materials and Supplies 

Can I turn this in late? 3 

I missed class. What did we do? 2 

What’s due tomorrow? 4-7 

How does the portfolio work? 3 

How much of my grade is this worth? 3 

Can I get some extra credit? 2 

Frequently Asked Questions 

http://db.tt/fCcXSkj


Student Behavior 

Classroom Sanctuary 

Learning requires mistakes. And so because we’re working 

for serious learning in this class, we’re getting ready to not 

only make lots of mistakes but to embrace and celebrate 

them.  

The only way this can work is if you all actively work to 

create a comfortable, supportive classroom vibe. This 

depends completely on you. 

While we will discuss many issues about which people are 

passionate (not the least of which is our own reading and 

writing), we must remember that profitable discussions 

occur only when we are aware of others’ opinions and 

feelings.  

Do yourself justice by helping to make your classmates 

comfortable enough to share everything—differing 

opinions, successes, and failures. 

Disruptive behavior—any behavior that negatively affects 

our supportive classroom environment and/or impedes 

learning—will not be tolerated.  

Students engaging in such behavior must leave class 

immediately and are not allowed to return or to submit 

work until they have completed all required tasks 

(including but not limited to meetings, written apologies, 

and contracts) as dictated by the professor.  

Academic Honesty 

Plagiarism, intentional or otherwise, will not be tolerated in 

this course. This includes use of another person’s words or 

ideas without acknowledging the source and submission of 

someone else’s work.  

If you’re going to learn, you must do your own work. 

The first instance of plagiarism, no matter how small, will 

result in a zero on the assignment and may, depending on 

severity, include a formal write-up in your permanent 

academic file. The second instance will result in an F in the 

course and a formal write-up. 

Attendance 

Though I don’t grade directly on attendance, final student 

grades in my classes are closely related to whether the 

student was in class or not. Students who have missed four 

or more classes tend not to pass. So one simple step toward 

passing this class is to show up!  Because late work isn’t 

allowed, absences and tardies will result in missed points, so 

choose your absences carefully and responsibly.  

If you arrive late or miss class, it is your responsibility to talk 

with a classmate before class to find out what you missed. 

Students with perfect attendance will earn a 1% boost to 

their final grade. 

Access Services 

The College will make every practical 

effort to ensure that no person is 

denied educational access because of 

a disability.  

Any student who can benefit from 

adjustments in our classroom should 

speak with me as soon as possible. 

Campus-wide policy also requires such 

students be registered with the Access 

Services Office (694.5749). 

 

Library 

The library plays a big role in English 

095, from providing books for joy 

reading to offering research assistance. 

You will become familiar with Michelle 

Nielsen Ott, our direct librarian who is 

responsible for our incredible book 

collection and browsing site. You will 

also frequently use the library’s website:  

http://apps.icc.edu/library/ 

Students who log 1000+ pages this 

semester will earn a 1% boost to their 

final grade. 

The Studio 

The Studio is ICC’s literacy center, 

offering one-on-one consultations with 

trained staff who are eager to help you 

improve your work. In-person 

consultations are best, but you can also 

schedule Skype and Feedback-by-

email consultations through the Studio’s 

website: 

http://thestudio.icc.edu 

Students who take all four major papers 

to the Studio for consultations will earn 

a 1% boost to their final grade. 

Campus Services 

Course Policies 

http://apps.icc.edu/library/
http://thestudio.icc.edu


Grades and Related Policies 

Weighted Grade Breakdown 

Grades in this course are weighted, which means different assignments earn different percentages of your final grade. If 

you’re accustomed to thinking about grades in terms of 

points, for this class, you’re going to want to think in terms of 

percentages. 

English Department policy requires that all papers be 

submitted in order to pass a writing course. 

While your grade may not suffer from a missed work 

credit assignment here or there, you will not pass 

English 095 if you do not submit every major paper. 

 

 Work Credit   10 

 Portfolio    90 
 

 Portfolio components 

  Reflective Intro 5 

  Revision Quality 5 

  Process Pieces  5 

  Rock Star Battles 5 

  Reader’s Notebook 20 

  Papers   50 

* 

Work credit is the catch-all grade 

category. Everything you submit all 

semester will contribute to your work 

credit grade, and all of that work will 

constitute 10% of your final grade. 

All of the assignments in this grade 

category earn one of three grades: 10, 

5, or 0.  

If assigned work is done and the work 

meets minimum requirements, your 

assignment earns 10 points. If work is at 

least half done and that completed 

work meets requirements, the 

assignment earns 5 points. If less than 

half the work is done or if work 

doesn’t meet requirements, the 

assignment earns a zero.  

Assignment guidelines and task 

directions will give specific 

requirements so that you know exactly 

what must be done to earn full credit.  

Work Credit 

BUT WHAT ABOUT THE PORTFOLIO? 

It’s 90% of your grade. It’s really important. 

It’s so important that it gets its own 

handout and section of Blackboard. Go 

there to get the scoop. 

ALL assignments are due at the beginning of class on the 

assigned date listed in the Course Calendar.  

Late assignments will NOT be accepted.  

That said, you are afforded the luxury of six No Explanations 

Required (NERd) coupons. NERds are worth a 24-hour 

extension on any assignment other than rough drafts, in-

class work, and the final portfolio.  

You’re an adult. Things are going to come up. These passes 

give you some room for those situations that force you to 

make choices between life and homework.  

If the coupons are not used, they are each worth 10 points 

of extra credit in the Work Credit portion of your grade.  

*NOTE:  In the typical semester, the available extra credit 

from NERds will improve your grade by no more than 0.5%, 

so the 24-hour extension is usually more valuable than the 

extra credit.  

To use a NERd, submit the completed coupon(s) when I 

collect the assignment. 

Late Work 

 



  

Date Major Assignments Due Class Plans 

Week 1   

T 1.19  Getting to Know Class 

W 1.20 
What are you all about? 

3 Syllabus Quiz Questions 

Syllabus Review 

VARK and Color Code 

R 1.21 

Reading Scavenger Hunt 

5 books on To-read List 

Checklist for Reader’s Notebook 

Reading Logs 

Reading Notes 

Library 

   

Week 2   

M 1.25 

Portfolio Checklist  

Reading Notes Changing Writing (CW) 

8-21 

Portfolio Review 

Genre Study  

Rock Star Battles (RSB)  

T 1.26 
Genre Study Notes for Alexie, Cisneros, 

and Kittrell B. 
Genre Study 

W 1.27 Reading Notes CW 31-43 
Reading 

Narrative Collage Guidelines 

R 1.28 
Reading Notes CW 48-63 

Reading Log (RL) 1 
Narrative Prewriting 

   

Week 3   

M 2.1 

RSB 1 

Narrative Plan 

“Shitty First Drafts” — best five sentences  

Drafting 

T 2.2 Vignette 1 Slow and Show 

W 2.3 Vignette 2 Action Verbs 

R 2.4 
Vignette 3 

RL 2 
Dialogue 

   

Week 4   

M 2.8 
Rough Narrative 

Reading Notes CW 225-239 
Peer Evaluation Workshop 

T 2.9 1 Revised Paragraph Narrative Revision Workshop 

W 2.10 1 Revised Paragraph Narrative Leads 

R 2.11 
Revised Lead Paragraph 

Progress Cards 
Conferences 



Week 5   

M 2.15 

RSB 2 

Revised Narrative 

Book Ender Choice  

RSB 3 

Book Enders  

Writer’s Statement 

T 2.16 
Genre Study Notes Smith (CW 282-285), 

Hall, and Kendzior 
Genre Study 

W 2.17  
Profile Guidelines 

Profile Subject Selection 

R 2.18 Profile Proposal Field Notes 

   

Week 6   

M 2.22 Book Ender 1 Writer’s Statement 

T 2.23 Reverse Field Notes Field Notes — Focus 

W 2.24 Messy Field Notes Pattern identification 

R 2.25 Highlighted Field Notes Profile Planning 

   

Week 7   

M 2.29 
RSB 3 

Profile Rough Draft 

RSB 4 

Peer Evaluation Workshop 

T 3.1 1 Revised Paragraph (Narrative) Revision Check 

W 3.2 1 Revised Paragraph (Profile) Dominant Impression Workshop 

R 3.3 1 Revised Paragraph (Profile) Midterm Reflection 

   

Week 8   

M 3.7 Revised Profile Writer’s Statement 

T 3.8 
Genre Study Levitt (CW 288-291),  

Jackson, and Caramanica 
Genre Study 

W 3.9  
Review Guidelines 

Review Idea Generation 

R 3.10  Midterm Chats 



Week 9   

M 3.14 

RSB 4 

Review Proposal and Plan 

Book Ender 2 Choice  

RSB 5 

T 3.15  TED 

W 3.16 1 Paragraph Review Tone Workshop 

R 3.17 1 Paragraph Review Drafting 

   

Week 10 Spring Break  

   

Week 11   

M 3.28 
Book Ender 2 

Rough Review 
Peer Evaluation Workshop 

T 3.29 1 Revised Paragraph (Profile) Revision Check 

W 3.30 1 Revised Paragraph (Review) TED Workshop 

R 3.31 1 Revised Paragraph (Review) Intros and Conclusions Workshop 

   

Week 12   

M 4.4 
RSB 5 

Revised Review 

RSB 6 

Writer’s Statement 

T 4.5 
Genre Study Herman, Pecora, and 

Moore 
Genre Study 

W 4.6  Visual Argument Guidelines 

R 4.7 Progress Cards Conferences 

   

Week 13   

M 4.11 Visual Argument Word Word Research 

T 4.12 Argument Elements Argument Construction 

W 4.13  Image Search 

R 4.14 REVISION DEADLINE Storyboard 



Week 14   

M 4.18 

RSB 6 

Visual Argument Rough Draft 

Book Ender 3 Choice 

Peer Evaluation Workshop 

T 4.19 1 Revised Paragraph (Review) Revision Check 

W 4.20 Kizoa Account Set-up Using Kizoa 

R 4.21 Images Uploaded Image Organization 

   

Week 15   

M 4.25 
Book Ender 3 

Revised Visual Argument 
Writer’s Statement 

T 4.26  Reflective Introduction 

W 4.27 Refl Intro Piece Revision and Portfolio Prep 

R 4.28 Refl Intro Piece Revision and Portfolio Prep 

   

Week 16   

M 5.2 Portfolio Conferences 
No class — individual conferences in 

311-E 

T 5.3 Portfolio Conferences 
No class — individual conferences in 

311-E 

W 5.4 Portfolio Conferences 
No class — individual conferences in 

311-E 

R 5.5 Portfolio Conferences 
No class — individual conferences in 

311-E 

   

Week 17   

M 5.9 Final Portfolio Due in 311-E by 2 p.m. 
Portfolios not submitted by 2 p.m. will 

earn an automatic zero 
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