
                                                                            

ENG 101                                                                 Fall 2016 

Fundamentals of Writing  

ENG 101: Introduction to academic writing; preparation for ENG 110 (an earned C-

is required for entrance to ENG 110).  

 

 

 

Instructor Information 

Dr. Barb Bird 

Office: Zondervan Library, # 133 
(AEC area) 

English Office Phone: 765-998-5526 

Email: brbird@taylor.edu 

Office Hours: M, W, F: 1:00—2:00; 
T: 8-10; or by appointment 

If possible, please email to set a spe-

cific time to meet. 

 

Learning Objectives 

1. To recognize academic texts as contributions to conversations. 
2. To make meaningful connections to the ideas in readings from 

various academic discourse communities. 
3. To create original ideas in your writing, ideas situated in appro-

priate discourse communities. 
4. To understand rhetorical contexts as readers. 
5. To understand and control the rhetorical contexts as writers.  
6. To learn how academic texts are constructed as genres within 

discourse communities. 
7. To improve your sentence structures and word choices as writ-

ers. 
8. To learn strategies for effectively giving and receiving writers’ 

feedback. 

My Role 

Be here. I will not only truly be here with all my 
mind and heart, but I will also be available out-
side of class, both online and in person to help 
you. 
 
Turn your work back to you on time. For virtually 
every assignment (including essays), I will strive 
to return your work within a week of your sub-
mission. Research has shown that prompt feed-
back improves student learning. Plus, promptly 
returning your work demonstrates my respect for 
your intellect and hard work. 
 
Collaborate with you. I will give you direct feed-
back on all of your essays and some comments 
on your assignments. This feedback and response 
is a conversation that we will have. You will, in 
turn, give me feedback on my comments to let 
me know how helpful they are or are not or to 
ask further questions. 
 
Commit. Teaching requires a whole-person com-
mitment—body, mind, spirit, emotion. Research 
on teaching has demonstrated that students 
learn best when they know that their teacher is 
“cheering them on,” doing all she can to help 
them succeed. That’s what I commit to.  

Your Role 
 Be here. This means being on time, and it means really being here (mentally 

as well as physically). We will frequently have in-class work, so if you are 
not in class, you will not get credit for that work. When you miss a class, 
check with a classmate. If you still are unsure of what to do, contact me. 

 
 Complete all coursework on time. If you are gone from class, whether it is a 

scheduled, sports team excused absence, or whether you are sick or you 
just have to use this class period to do work for another class---for every 
kind of absence, your homework is still due that day or your grade will be 
a zero (send it with a friend, email it, drop it by the English office by 5:00, 
slip it under my door in the library). 

 
 Collaborate with your peers. You will be working together reviewing papers 

and building new insights on class topics. Your peers are a wealth of sup-
port and knowledge.  

 
 Commit. Writing improvement requires a whole-person commitment—

body, mind, spirit, emotion. Recent research has overwhelmingly demon-
strated that our emotions and “engagement” (a mixture of mental, physi-
cal, and even spiritual focus) are needed for quality writing.  



When in doubt, check the syllabus! 

Course Polices and Procedures 

 Texts: Readings are available in packet form at the bookstore.  

 Instruction: Class will be taught through a variety of means, including, but not limited 
to, lecture, individual instruction, peer evaluation, group work, discussion forums 
(in-class and on-line), and, of course, plenty of writing.  Be aware that class will 
begin (on time) with a writing prompt each day.  Please come prepared. If you are 
late, you simply miss out on the points (or have less time to write). 

 Attendance: Regular attendance is required for completion of this course. See “your 
role” above for more details.   

 Plagiarism: In an instructional setting, plagiarism occurs when a person presents or 
turns in work that includes someone else’s ideas, language, or other (not common-
knowledge) material without giving appropriate credit to the source. Plagiarism will 
not be tolerated and may result in failing this course, and may also result in further 
consequences as stipulated in the Taylor catalogue: http://www.taylor.edu/
academics/registrar/policy_academic_integrity.shtml 

 Academic dishonesty constitutes a serious violation of academic integrity and schol-
arship standards at Taylor that can result in substantial penalties, at the sole discre-
tion of the University, including but not limited to, denial of credit in a course as 
well as dismissal from the University.  . . . In short, a student violates academic in-
tegrity when he or she claims credit for any work not his or her own (words, ideas, 
answers, data, program codes, music, etc.) or when a student misrepresents any 
academic performance. Please see the catalogue for a complete statement: http://
www.taylor.edu/academics/registrar/policy_academic_integrity.shtml  

 Technology in the Classroom:  Class-related technology usage in class is welcome. 
However, all non-class technology is prohibited: no texting, emailing, social net-
working, or doing homework for another class. Please silence phones. If there is a 
problem, I will ask you to leave.  

 

 

 

Special Needs 

If you need course adaptations or 

accommodations, if you have emer-

gency medical information to share 

with me, please make an appoint-

ment with me. 

Assignments 

Annotations: You will annotate all of the course readings. 

Quote Responses: Most class periods will begin with a timed written re-
sponse to a quote that you bring to class on a plain piece of paper.  

Essays: You will write three 2.5-page essays over course readings. You will 
also write a 5-page essay that will be a “mini” research paper over any top-
ic from the course.  

Portfolio: You will compose a portfolio: reflective essays and annotated evi-
dence of your growth across the semester.  

Daily Work: You will have homework nearly every day, and you will do in-
class work nearly every class period. This daily work means that if you miss 
class, you miss in-class work. Please note that all homework is due on the 
date indicated even if you are absent. 

 

Grades 

30%: 3 Unit essays  

35%: Annotations, quote 
responses, drafts and daily 
work (requires participa-
tion!) 

20%: One mini research 
Paper 

15%: class discussion,  
portfolio, and final 

  

Note: All  major assignments 
must be turned in to pass this 
course (all papers and portfo-
lio components) . 

Academic Resources 

Writing Center:  You will go to the 
WC at least twice this semester. 
taylor.mywconline.com    
 
Academic Enrichment Center (AEC): 
ecenter@taylor.edu 
 
Peer Tutoring Services:  
dnurkkala@taylor.edu 
 
ESL tutoring:  
krregier@taylor.edu 
 
 

I look forward to sharing with you as we learn together. Please know that I am praying for you and am 

here to help you succeed at Taylor!  

http://www.taylor.edu/academics/registrar/policy_academic_integrity.shtml
http://www.taylor.edu/academics/registrar/policy_academic_integrity.shtml
http://www.taylor.edu/academics/registrar/policy_academic_integrity.shtml
http://www.taylor.edu/academics/registrar/policy_academic_integrity.shtml


Learning objectives and key 
terms addressed in class 

What is due in class 
HOMEWORK TO COMPLETE PRIOR TO CLASS 

Date 

    Wed., Aug. 31 

LO: 1 Conversation assignment completed  Fri., Sept. 2 

  

  Labor Day—No class. Mon., Sept. 5 
  

LO: 1, 2 
Discourse community 
Identities: academic & others 

Read and annotate pages 14-18 of Involved; write one 
sentence that you want to respond to on a blank piece 
of paper. 
  

Wed., Sept 7 

LO: 1, 2, 4, 6 
Error chart 
Rhetorical context as readers: 
author’s purpose & situation, 
reader’s purpose & situation 
  
  

Read and annotate entire Bazerman article, “Reading 
and Writing”; write 1 sentence you want to respond 
to on a blank piece of paper 
  

Fri., Sept. 9 

  

LO: 3, 4 
Expertise 
Rhetorical context as readers: 
genre, audience 
Discourse Community 
Academic culture, identity 
FR writers’ expertise—what 
prior knowledge/experience 
aids reading 

Read Sommers and Saltz, “Novice as Expert” article, 
124-131; Write down 1 sentence 

Mon., Sept. 12 

LO: 3, 4 
Expertise 
Rhetorical context as writers 
Purpose, identity, role (135) 
1st essay assignment 

Read Sommers and Saltz, “Novice as Expert” article, 
131-135; 139-141; 145-147; annotate; mark 1 sen-
tence you plan to respond to 

Wed., Sept. 14 

intertextuality Brainstorming due Fri., Sept. 16 

  

  No class: individual conferences in Dr. Bird’s office Mon., Sept. 19 

LO: 7 First draft complete: targeted peer feedback; instruc-
tion for self edits 

Wed., Sept. 21 

LO: 5—role 
identity 

Final draft due! Reflection due in class Fri., Sept. 23 

  

LO: 3, 5 
Voice and identity 
Voice and role, context, audi-
ence 

Read and annotate Fulwiler, “Looking and Listening”; 
mark 1 sentence to respond to 

Mon., Sept. 26 

  Complete voice analysis Wed., Sept. 28 

LO: 4—audience, purpose, 
context 
Emotion 

Watch the Gilbert video; write annotation; copy 1 
quote from Gilbert to respond to 

Fri., Sept. 30 



LO: 5—context (emotional 
context) 
Essay #2 

Read and annotate McLeod, “Some Thoughts About 
Feelings”; mark 1 sentence to respond to 

Mon., Oct. 3 

  Brainstorming due Wed., Oct. 5 

  No class—conferences in Dr. Bird’s office Fri., Oct. 7 

  

  Peer reviews; self-edits Mon., Oct. 10 

Reflection 
LO: 6 
Grammars, dialects 

Final draft due in class Wed., Oct. 12 

LO: 7 Dr. Bird gone to a conference 
Take grammar quiz and complete summary chart of 
your strengths and weaknesses; Read charts in Luns-
ford and Lunsford, “Mistakes”; write a 500-word re-
flection on your strengths, weaknesses, and the charts 
in Lunsford and Lunsford 

Fri., Oct. 14 

  

LO: 1, 3 
Intertextuality, expertise 

Read and annotate Bazerman, “Intertextuality”; mark 
1 sentence to respond to 

Mon., Oct. 17 

LO: 4, 5 
Genre, discourse community,  
voice, emotion 

Read and annotate Zeiger, “The Exploratory Essay”; 
write down 1 sentence to respond to 

Wed., Oct. 19 

     Fri., Oct. 21 
FALL BREAK 

      

 
LO: 1-5 
Research process; 
Essay #3 

No homework due J 
Essay 3 workshop 

Mon., Oct. 24 

  No class – conferences in Dr. Bird’s office Wed., Oct. 26 

LO: 7 Peer reviews; self edits Fri., Oct. 28 

  

Research paper 
Review of concepts and arti-
cles 

Essay three due in class, paper clipped with reflec-
tion; bring entire notebook to class 

Mon., Oct. 31 
  

  Topic and question due Wed., Nov. 2 
  

  Finish reading new articles for research paper Fri., Nov. 4 
  



  Proposal due in class Mon., Nov. 7 

  OFF – JUST WRITE!! Wed., Nov. 9 

  Draft 1 due in class (3 pages) Fri., Nov. 11 

  

  Conference over draft (4 pages)  No class—only con-
ferences 

Mon., Nov. 14 

  Conference over draft 3 (5 pages) No class—only con-
ferences 

Wed., Nov. 16 

  Revised research paper due in class Fri., Nov. 18 

  

  FINAL RESEARCH PAPER DUE 
One course objective due in class before you leave for 
break 

Mon., Nov. 21 
LAB 

  THANKSGIVING BREAK!! 
  

Wed., Nov. 23-
25 
  

      

  
THANKKSGIVING BREAK!! J 

  

    Mon., Nov. 28 
LAB 

  Complete all course objectives Wed., Nov. 30 

  Complete draft of writer identity essay Fri., Dec. 2 

  

  Complete draft of concept application Mon., Dec. 5 

  Complete draft of reflection Wed., Dec. 7 

  Final portfolio due in class Fri., Dec. 9 

  

Final Monday, Dec. 12: 1:00 – 3:00   


