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Course Description 

Contact Baldridge 

 In-person Office Hours (311-E) MT 8:00-9:15 a.m.  

Online Office Hours WR 8:00-9:15 a.m.  

and by appointment 

eb896@icc.edu 

 Braziller, Amy, and Elizabeth Kleinfeld. The Bedford Book of Genres:  A Guide and Reader. New York: 

Bedford/St. Martin’s, 2014. Print. 

 Regular, reliable access to a computer with internet, Mozilla Firefox or Google Chrome web browser, 

and word processing software (e.g., Microsoft Word, Google Docs, Pages, Open Office, etc.) 

 Flash Drive (on which you’ll save all of your work—every draft as a different document) 

 An online back-up storage method – since flash drives break and people lose them, you’re going to 

save everything online, too. You can use Google docs. You can use Dropbox:  http://db.tt/fCcXSkj. I 

don’t care what tool you use as long as you’re backing everything up. 

Required Materials and Supplies 

Can I turn this in late? 3 

How much of my grade is this worth? 3 

What’s due tomorrow? 4-7 

Where do I go for help? 1 and 2 

How does the portfolio work? See Portfolio 

 Info on Bb 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Fall 2016 

Elizabeth Baldridge 

English 110 is a rigorous 3-credit-hour course 

designed to prepare you to be a successful, 

effective writer.  

You will learn the fundamentals of good 

writing—how it works and how to produce 

it—and those are always the same, whether 

you’re writing a formal academic research 

paper or a cover letter. 

My goals as your instructor are to provide 

engaging, challenging opportunities to 

practice and experiment with both formal 

and informal writing; to help you discover 

what works for you as a writer and scholar; 

and to encourage active risk-taking and 

experimentation aimed at learning and 

improvement. 

Because this is a three-credit-hour course, you can 

expect to devote three hours weekly to class time 

and six to nine hours weekly to homework—note 

taking, writing, reading, and revising. And because 

you may revise major papers as many times as you 

like, the workload increases as the semester 

progresses and we have more papers in circulation. 

http://db.tt/fCcXSkj


Academic Honesty 

Plagiarism, intentional or otherwise, will not be tolerated in 

this course. This includes use of another person’s words or 

ideas without acknowledging the source and submission of 

someone else’s work.  

If you’re going to learn, you must do your own work. 

The first instance of plagiarism, no matter how small, will 

result in a zero on the assignment and may, depending on 

severity, include a formal write-up in your permanent 

academic file. The second instance will result in an F in the 

course and a formal write-up. 

Attendance 

Though I don’t grade directly on attendance, final student 

grades in my classes are closely related to whether the 

student was in class or not. Students who have missed a 

week of classes (in our case, two class sessions) tend not to 

pass. So one simple step toward passing this class is to show 

up! Because late work isn’t allowed, absences and tardies 

will result in missed points, so choose your absences 

carefully. It is your responsibility to talk with a classmate 

before class to find out what you missed.  

Students with perfect attendance will earn a 1% boost to 

their final grade.  

 Do your work 

 Communicate conscientiously 

 Don’t be a jerk 

Classroom Sanctuary 

Learning requires taking risks and making mistakes. And so 

because we’re working for serious learning in this class, 

we’re getting ready to not only make a lot of mistakes but 

also to embrace and celebrate them.  

In order for meaningful learning to happen, this class must 

be a supportive, comfortable environment for all of you. 

While I will do everything I can on my end, you are largely 

responsible for nurturing our class environment. 

Writing courses are tough because people devote a lot of 

time to working on material and are personally invested in 

the work. Because our class prizes risk-taking, there is a great 

deal at stake in how we interact with one another and with 

our work. 

Do yourself justice by working deliberately to make your 

classmates comfortable sharing differing opinions, 

successes, and failures.  

Disruptive behavior—any behavior that negatively affects 

our supportive classroom environment and/or impedes 

learning—will not be tolerated. 

Students engaging in such behavior must leave class 

immediately and are not allowed to return or to submit work 

until they have completed all required tasks (including but 

not limited to meetings, written apologies, and contracts) as 

dictated by the professor in a follow-up meeting. 

Access Services 

The College will make every 

practical effort to ensure that 

no person is denied 

educational access because 

of a disability.  

Any student who can benefit 

from adjustments in our 

classroom space should 

speak with me as soon as 

possible. Campus-wide 

policy also requires such 

students be registered with 

the Access Services Office 

(694.5749). 

 

Library 

Some of our work this 

semester will require research 

(beyond web searches), so 

you will be introduced to 

electronic databases and 

other resources available 

through the library website:  

http://icc.edu/library/ 

You can also use the site to 

chat with a librarian about 

research questions. If you 

can make it to campus, the 

library offers individualized 

help from expert researchers. 

 

The Studio 

The Studio is ICC’s literacy 

center, offering one-on-one 

consultations with trained 

staff who are eager to help 

you improve your work. In-

person consultations are 

best, but you can also 

schedule Skype and 

Feedback-by-email 

consultations through the 

Studio’s website: 

http://thestudio.icc.edu 

 

 

 

Counseling 

College life comes with its 

own set of challenges. If you 

find yourself struggling to 

juggle everything or if you 

have personal circumstances 

making things particularly 

difficult, ICC has trained 

counselors ready to help. 

These are people who are 

experts at helping college 

students specifically, and the 

service is free. If you find 

yourself in a pickle, give 

them a call: 694.5281 

Campus Services 

Course Policies 

http://icc.edu/library/
http://thestudio.icc.edu


Grades and Related Policies 

Work credit is the catch-all grade category. Everything you submit all semester will contribute to your work credit grade, 

and all of that work will constitute 10% of your final grade. 

All of the assignments in this grade category earn one of three grades: 10, 5, or 0.  

If you have the assigned work done and the work meets minimum requirements, your assignment earns 10 points. If work is 

at least half done, and that completed work meets requirements, the assignment earns 5 points. If less than half the work is 

done or if work doesn’t meet requirements, the assignment earns a zero.  

Assignment guidelines and task directions will give specific requirements so that you know exactly what must be done to 

earn full credit. You’ll want to use class time, office hours, and email to get clarification when needed before assigned 

work is due. 

 

Work Credit 

ALL assignments are due at the beginning of class on the 

assigned date listed in the Course Calendar.  

Late assignments will NOT be accepted.  

That said, you are afforded the luxury of four No 

Explanations Required (NERd) coupons. NERds are worth a 

24-hour extension on any assignment other than rough 

drafts, peer evaluation letters, and the final portfolio.  

You’re an adult. Things are going to come up. These passes 

give you some room for those situations that force you to 

make choices between life and homework.  

If the coupons are not used, they are each worth 10 points 

of extra credit in the Work Credit portion of your grade.  

*NOTE:  In the typical semester, the available extra credit 

from NERds will improve your grade by no more than 0.5%, 

so the 24-hour extension is usually more valuable than the 

extra credit.  

To use a coupon, simply submit the assignment when it is 

complete with the appropriate number of NERds attached. 

Late Work 

Weighted Grade Breakdown 

Grades in this course are weighted, which means different assignments earn different percentages of your final grade. You 

may be accustomed to thinking about grades in terms of points, but for this class, you’re going to want to think in terms of 

percentages. 

English Department policy requires that all papers be 

submitted in order to pass a writing course. 

While your grade may not suffer from a missed work credit 

assignment here or there, you will not pass English 110 if you 

do not submit every major paper. 

Course Grade

Portfolio 

Work Credit 

Course Grade 

Work Credit 10 

Portfolio  90 

PortfolioBreakdown

Papers 

Portfolio Components 

Reflective Intro  5 

Revision Quality  5 

Process Pieces  5 

Blog Posts  5 

Peer Eval Letters  5 

Papers   65 



  

Date  Major Assignments/Readings Due 

Week 1   

M 8.15    

W 8.17  Color Code/VARK Reflection 

Reading Notes — Syllabus and “Understanding Genres” BBG 4-16 

   

Week 2   

M 8.22   Reading Notes — “Narrative Genres” BBG 38-47 and “Memoirs” 57-60 

Genre Study Alexie and Kittrell B. 

 

W 8.24  Memoir Proposal 

Blog Web Address 

   

Week 3   

M 8.29   Reading Notes — “Rough Drafting” BBG 437-440 and “Shitty First Drafts” 

Blog Post 1 

  

W 8.31  Rough Memoir 

   

Week 4   

M 9.5   No Class 

 

W 9.7  Comments on three blog posts 

Reading Notes — “Revising” BBG 481-496 

Peer Eval Letter 

Progress Card 

   

Week 5   

M 9.12   Revised Memoir 

Blog Post 2 

Reading Notes — “Informative Genres” BBG 88-100 

W 9.14   



Week 6   

M 9.19   Humans Profile Proposal 

Comments on three blog posts 

 

W 9.21  Reading Notes “Author’s/Artist’s Statements” BBG 231-244 

   

Week 7   

M 9.26   Rough Humans Profile 

Blog Post 3 

One-paragraph revision — Memoir 

 

W 9.28  Peer Eval Letter 

   

Week 8   

M 10.3   Revised Humans Profile 

Reading Notes — “Persuasive Genres” BBG 177-187 

Comments on three blog posts 

 

W 10.5  Midterm Self-Eval 

   

Week 9   

M 10.10   Media Evaluation Proposal 

Blog Post 4 

 

W 10.12  Media Eval Prep Outline 

   

Week 10   

M 10.17  Rough Draft Media Eval 

Comments on three blog posts 

 

W 10.19  Peer Eval Letter 

One-paragraph revision — Humans Profile 



Week 11   

M 10.24   Revised Media Eval 

Reading Notes — “Researched Arguments” BBG 212-222 

Blog Post 5 

 

W 10.26   

   

Week 12   

M 10.31   Argument Synthesis Proposal 

Comments on three blog posts 

 

W 11.2  Reading Notes — “Getting Started with Sources” BBG 304-321, “Evaluating a 

Source” 346-353, and “MLA Style” 395-414 

Thesis and Five Source Analysis 

   

Week 13   

M 11.7   Blog Post 6 

Argument Synthesis Plan 

 

W 11.9  Rough Argument Synthesis 

One-paragraph revision — Media Eval 

   

Week 14   

M 11.14   Peer Eval Letter 

Comments on three blog posts 

 

W 11.16  Revised Argument Synthesis 

   

Week 15  No Class — Fall Break 



Week 16   

M 11.28   No Class — Portfolio Conferences 

W 11.30  No Class — Portfolio Conferences 

   

Week 17   

M 12.5   Final Portfolio Due 
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